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BRITISH VIOLIN MAKING ASSOCIATION 
VIOLIN AND BOW RESTORATION; BOW MAKING 
NINE-DAY COURSE: 31 March – 9 April 2017 
 
Course leaders:  
WARREN BAILEY, GUDRUN KREMEIER with IRIS CARR (Violin restoration) 
TIM BAKER and EVAN ORMAN (Bow making) and DEREK WILSON (Bow restoration) 
   

Course co-ordinator: 

ROGER ROSE 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE 
 
The BVMA has organised professional development courses at West Dean for violin and bow restorers 
since 2006. They have proved popular with independent professionals and those who work in violin and 
bow shops. The course aims to extend your knowledge of new techniques and introduce you to a 
network of other people in workshops around the world with similar interests and problems. 
This year we welcome Warren Bailey, Gudrun Kremeier with Iris Carr to the teaching team alongside 
Tim Baker, Evan Orman and Derek Wilson. 
 
You are asked to indicate your main area of study when you book the course: VM6848: Violin 
restoration or VM6849:  Bow making/restoration. 
 
SYLLABUS  
 
This is a project based course and the focus will be on restoration techniques. Students are requested 
to bring instruments and bows to work on. Teaching will be in free seminar form, based on your own 
interests and projects. 
 
The bow making course is intended for established makers prepared to share their ideas with like-
minded makers. You are encouraged to bring part-made bows, so time can be spent on playing 
qualities, style, and working methods. 
 
The bow restoration course will focus on making frogs and adjusters in those styles which are of 
greatest interest to the students. If notified beforehand, tutors will try to ensure original examples are 
available. You are encouraged to bring your own work, especially any difficult repairs on which you 
would like to concentrate. 
 
THE TUTORS 
 
Warren Bailey is an instrument restorer, and sometimes maker, of violins, violas and cellos. British-born, 
Warren now lives in Victoria, Canada, repairing instruments from clients throughout the world. He 
studied violin making and repair at Newark Violin Making School, and began his career in restoration 
with Florian Leonhard & J&A Beare. 
 

Tim Baker, who trained at the Newark School of Violin Making, worked initially for WE Hill & Sons and 
then for many years at J&A Beare as a bow maker and restorer. He has worked independently since 
2001 and has been a judge on international juries and a regular contributor to the Oberlin summer 
school. 
 

Iris Carr trained at Newark School of Violin Making, and worked as a violin restorer for J&A Beare, 
London on graduating in 1996–2004 and enjoyed working on a range of fine instruments. In 2004 she 
started her own business taking major restorations of violins, violas and cellos. Since 2012 she has taught 
on short courses on violin restoration in Germany and France. (Iris will teach from 1–3 April.) 



Gudrun Kremeier graduated from the Violin Making School in Mittenwald in 1992 and worked for 
Vincent Loerakker in Haarlem and Max Möller in Amsterdam. For over 20 years she has worked for 
Andreas Post as well as completing her Meisterprüfung. She enjoys the combination of major 
restoration work and making new instruments. Each year she attends the Violin Society of America’s 
new making workshop in Oberlin and has taught on the BVMA Restoration Course several times 
before. 
 
Evan Orman. After a formal training as a string player, Evan developed his fascination with instrument 
making, specialising in bow making, while learning his skills at the Oberlin summer bow making 
workshops, which gave him the opportunity to study with many gifted bowmakers. In 1996 he began 
working with Rock Eggan, in Denver before moving to his own Denver shop rehairing, repairing and 
restoring bows. 
 
Derek Wilson trained as a bow maker and repairer at WE Hill & Sons. He then moved to Munich, 
working for Peter Benedek making and restoring bows. He returned to the UK in 1991 to set up his 
own business. More recently he has also been working part time for J&A Beare. 
 
 

TOOLS & MATERIALS  
 

Larger machines, a bow lathe and a milling machine will be available at the College. Participants will need 
to bring their own restoration projects to work on, together with hand tools and a selection of 
restoration materials. Some additional restoration materials will be available for sale. We can offer some 
advice and assistance if you do not have a suitable restoration project. 
 
 

WEST DEAN COLLEGE  
 

West Dean College runs a year-round programme of full-time postgraduate programmes in visual arts, 
conservation, and early stringed instrument making. There is also an extensive programme of short 
courses. 
 

The fine country house, situated six miles north of Chichester in extensive grounds and gardens, was 
once the home of Edward James, a well known patron of the arts. 
 
 

BOOKING INFORMATION AND FEES 
 

There are 36 places available on the course. Priority will be given to BVMA members. 
 

To apply for a place students should complete the attached Application Form and send it to The 
Bookings Office, West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0QZ.  If the course 
is oversubscribed, applications will be prioritised to create a balanced course with as wide a range of 
experience as possible.  Final decisions on applications reside with the BVMA Management Committee.  
Confirmation of your place will be given once the course leaders have considered your application – all 
applications will be looked at before the end of February. Please do not book online or send the 
attached Booking Form to the Bookings Office until you receive confirmation that your application has 
been accepted. 
 

This nine-day course will begin on Friday 31 March at 6.45pm.  Students are invited to arrive and 
register between 4pm and 6pm. Students are welcomed on to the course before dinner at 7pm. Tuition 
will end at lunchtime on Sunday 9th April, allowing time for packing up and the workshops to be vacated 
by 3.30pm. 
 

FEES per person  
ROOMS STANDARD ROOMS SUPERIOR ROOMS  

RESIDENT 
STUDENT 

Ensuite Shower in 
Annexe room 
(Easter holiday 
only) 

RESIDENT 
STUDENT  
(Single 
Occupancy) 

RESIDENT 
STUDENT 
(Twin Occupancy) 

RESIDENT 
STUDENT 
(Single 
Occupancy) 

RESIDENT 
STUDENT 
(Twin 
Occupancy) 

NON-RESIDENT 
STUDENT 

Standard room with bath/shower, 
ensuite or adjacent (Main 

House/Vicarage) 

Superior room with ensuite 
bath/shower 

(Main House/Vicarage) 

£1505 £1685 £ 1460 £1865 £1550 £ 992 (inc all dinners) 



 

TO BOOK:  
 
As soon as you receive confirmation that your application has been accepted you should book as 
follows: 
 

(i) On-line (the full fee is payable when booking on-line).  
 

(ii) Phone 01243 818300 (the full fee is payable when booking by phone). 
 

(iii) Post, fax or email – complete and return the attached Booking Form together with your deposit of 
£125.  The final payment is due six weeks before the start of the course. 
Full payment is required for bookings made within six weeks of the start of the course. 
If paying by credit or debit card, this includes authorisation of the final payment six weeks before 
the start of the course.  

 

 The non-resident course fee is listed in the table above (book by phone for a 10% New student 
discount). The fees for this course include course tuition, lunch, tea, coffee, and dinner, the use of 
all the College facilities, including the workshops, the computer suite and library as well as access to 
West Dean's award-winning gardens.  

 Courses are normally open to anyone aged 16 and over. Please complete one booking form per 
person.  

 
ACCOMMODATION:  

 Three different room rates are offered – please see the fees table. 

 Accommodation is allocated on a first-come first-served basis. Where your preferred choice of 
room cannot be provided, alternative accommodation will be allocated and fees adjusted 
accordingly. 

 Bedrooms are located in both the main College building and in The Vicarage, which is reached by a 
short walk through the garden. Additional accommodation is provided in the College annexes, also 
reached by a short walk through the garden. 

 Partners who are not attending courses are welcome to stay at the College, sharing the student's 
room on a resident only basis – fees are included in the full Short Course Programme brochure. 

 Rooms are normally available from 4pm on day one, and students are asked to vacate rooms by 
10am on their last day. 

 
ACCESSIBILITY: 

 The College is a large historic building with several changes in floor level. 

 Adaptations have been made to enable those with disabilities to attend courses. If you have any 
access or other concerns, please indicate this on your booking form and give details on a separate 
confidential sheet. You will then be contacted to discuss your individual requirements and ensure a 
safe and enjoyable visit. 

 A lift gives direct access to some bedrooms on the second floor. 
 
USEFUL INFORMATION: 

 Pets, other than assistance dogs, cannot be accommodated at the College. 

 Mobile phone reception for some networks is limited both in and around the College. 

 Smoking is not permitted in any College building or in the courtyard eating area. 
 
TRANSFER TO ANOTHER COURSE: 

 You may transfer your booking to an alternative course provided your request is received six 
weeks before the start of the course on which you are booked, and providing a place is available 
on the course you wish to transfer to. 

 The transfer can only be made to a course in the same published programme and an 
administration fee of £25 will be charged. 

 
CANCELLATION OF COURSES BY THE COLLEGE: 

 If your course is cancelled you can transfer to another course at no extra charge. 

 Alternatively you can receive a full refund for any course fees or deposits. 

 The College reserves the right to cancel any course at short notice. In this event you will be 
notified as soon as possible. 



  



CANCELLATION OF BOOKINGS BY STUDENTS: 

 If you have to cancel your booking please notify the Bookings Office as soon as possible by 
telephone and confirm in writing.  

 For cancellations made more than six weeks before the start of the course, any fees paid over and 
above the deposit will be refunded.  

 No refunds can be made to those who cancel within six weeks of the course or fail to attend a 
course for its full duration.  

 All deposits are non-refundable.  

Please refer to the West Dean College Terms and Conditions in the October 2016–March 2017 Short 
Course brochure (page 60-64) for further information.  This can be viewed on our website 
www.westdean.org.uk 

 
 
BOOKINGS AND ENQUIRIES: 
 

Bookings can be made between 7.30am and 8.00pm seven days a week 
tel: 01243 818300 
fax: +44 (0)1243 818293 
Phoning from abroad: +44 (0)1243 811300 
email  bookingsoffice@westdean.org.uk 
 
 
If you have any course related queries, please contact: 
Rosemary Marley, Senior Short Course Organiser (01243 818263)  
email: rosemary.marley@westdean.org.uk 
 

West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex.  PO18 0QZ  
www.westdean.org.uk 
 
 
HOW TO GET TO WEST DEAN: 
West Dean College is situated in South East England, on the A286, six miles north of the historic city of 
Chichester and six miles south of Midhurst. There is convenient road access from London (65 miles) 
and from Gatwick, Southampton and Heathrow airports. It is within reach of Eurotunnel connections as 
well as cross channel ferries from Portsmouth, Dover and Newhaven. The nearest railway station is 
Chichester (from London Victoria) from where a minibus collects students at certain times. Further 
travel details are sent with our booking confirmation letter. 
 



COURSE APPLICATION FORM 

Violin and Bow Restoration; Advanced Bow Making 
31 March – 9 April 2017 (9 days Friday – Sunday)  
 
 

TITLE, SURNAME AND NAME YOU ARE KNOWN BY (block capitals): 
 

   
 ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
ADDRESS: ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
 ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................   
 

  .............................................................................................................................................   POSTCODE:  ...........................................................................  
 

TELEPHONE:  .....................................................................................................   E MAIL: ................................................................................................  
 
I am applying for a place on the violin restoration (Instruments) course VM6848 [    ] 
Or a place on the bow making/restoration VM6849 [    ] 
 
Please tick if you are a member of the BVMA. [    ]    Membership Number  ....................................................................  
 
Please tick if you are interested in becoming a member of the BVMA.  [    ] 
 
 

Please specify areas of particular interest in restoration (bow making; violin restoration, bow restoration): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please give an indication of your practical experience  
 
 
 
 
 
How did you hear about the course? 
 
 
 
 
If your application is successful what accommodation will you require?    RESIDENT   [   ]    NON RESIDENT   [   ] 
 
SINGLE ROOM          Annexe (if available) [   ] 

STANDARD ROOM  with ensuite or adjacent private bath or shower (Main House/Vicarage) 

     Single occupancy [   ]   twin occupancy [   ] 

SUPERIOR ROOM  with ensuite facilities  

     Single occupancy [   ]   twin occupancy [   ]   

     Main House [   ]   Vicarage [   ] 

 

 

Is twin occupancy required YES/NO     If yes please state person sharing with you …………………………………….. 
 

The above information is required at time of application so that the Bookings Office can provisionally reserve a bedroom  
for you.  Please confirm your requirements when booking.  

 
Please complete and return to: bookingsoffice@westdean.org.uk 
The Bookings Office, West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0QZ 



 
 

 

COURSE BOOKING FORM FOR POSTAL BOOKINGS 
(Violin and Bow Restoration; Advanced Bow Making 
31 March – 9 April 2017 (9 days Friday – Sunday)  
 
Please complete and send to the Bookings Office when your place has been confirmed. 
 
Please specify main area of study  Violin and Bow Restoration (instruments) VM6848  [     ]  
    Bow Making and Restoration (bows) VM6849  [     ] 
 
SURNAME  ....................................................................   FIRST NAME  .........................................................................................................................  
 
TITLE  ............................................................  E MAIL: ..............................................................................................................................................................  
 
ADDRESS ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................  
 
 .............................................................................................................   POSTCODE/COUNTRY:  ...............................................................................  
 
TELEPHONE: HOME  ............................................................  TELEPHONE OTHER  ......................................................................................  
 
Male [    ]  Female [    ]   Date of Birth .....................................................  Nationality: .................................................................................  
 
YOUR ACCOMMODATION REQUIREMENTS   RESIDENT STUDENT [   ]    NON RESIDENT STUDENT  [   ] 
 
SINGLE ROOM         Annexe (if available) [   ] 

STANDARD ROOM with ensuite or adjacent private bath or shower (Main House/Vicarage) 

     Single occupancy [   ]  twin occupancy [   ]   Main House [   ]   Vicarage [   ] 

SUPERIOR ROOM  with ensuite facilities   

     Single occupancy [   ]  twin occupancy [   ]   Main House [   ]   Vicarage [   ] 

 

Is twin occupancy required YES/NO     If yes please state person sharing with you  .......................................................................  
 
If this is your first course at West Dean, how did you hear about it?  .......................................................................................................  
 
Special needs, please provide brief details here or supply a confidential letter with your booking form 
 
DIETARY REQUIREMENTS (allergies or prescribed medical diets)  [    ]  Please detail  .............................................................................  
 
DEPOSITS  £125 (for details see full Short Course Programme), please select: 
 
 
PAYMENT BY MASTERCARD/VISA/AMEX/DEBIT CARD OR CHEQUE 
 
 
PLEASE DEBIT MY MASTERCARD/VISA /AMEX/DEBIT CARD WITH THE SUM OF £  ..............................  
  

[   ] Full fee   or   [   ] Deposit now and the balance 6 weeks before the start of the course. 
 

CARD NO and SECURITY CODE (the last three digits on the back of the card) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

    

 
 
 
NAME (as on card) .................................................................................................................................................................................   
 
 

VALID FROM (as on card)              ISSUE NO  

 
EXPIRY DATE  
  
 
 
I enclose a cheque for £                                (Payable to:  The Edward James Foundation Ltd) 
 
[   ] full fee or [   ] Deposit and I will forward the balance 6 weeks before the course starts. 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE     ...........................................................................................................................................  DATE  .....................................................................................................   
 
 
 

The Bookings Office, West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0QZ 


