
 
 

OBJECT AND MATERIALS CONSERVATION 
FILLING AND RETOUCHING OF THREE-DIMENSIONAL 

OBJECTS 

OM1703 6-9 MARCH 2017 (3 day course) 
 
A wide choice of primary training is available in 

this country in aspects of object care.  However, 

there are relatively few opportunities for 

conservation professionals to find specialist 

training in traditional skills and enhance their 

knowledge of materials and techniques. West 

Dean College has developed a series of short 

courses aimed at meeting this training need.  

 

This course is intended primarily as a review of 

current conservation practices related to filling 

and retouching of three-dimensional objects, such 

as sculpture and architectural elements.  

 

It comprises lectures, demonstrations, practical 

sessions and relevant case studies, concentrating 

on traditional materials such as stone, wood, 

plaster, terracotta, lime and sand-based 

techniques, and a wide range of polychrome. It 

does not cover metals, ceramics, glass and some 

modern materials, such as plastics.  

 

Practical sessions are divided into six units, which 

cover an overview of conservation techniques and 

materials, traditional and modern, as applicable to 

painted and non-painted artworks. The emphasis 

will be on fillers, grounds, paints and protective 

coatings. Compatibility of original and 

conservation materials will be discussed, leading 

to well informed choice of methodologies and 

treatments.  Related theoretical subjects, such as 

ethics, chemistry, colour theory and analytical 

techniques will be mentioned but, due to time 

constraints, not covered in depth. 

 

A broad range of practical exercises will be available 

to all participants, who will also be encouraged to 

contribute and discuss their own experiences in the 

form of short presentations.  

 

The course leaders are conservators with many years 

of experience as practitioners and tutors in their 

specialisms, both in museums and in private practice. 

 

The participants will need to bring a set of personal 

conservation hand tools and a set of retouching 

brushes. Materials for the practical part of the course 

will be provided. 

 

Course Leader 
Alexandra (Sasa) Kosinova ACR is an Icon accredited 

sculpture and wallpaintings conservator with 30 years 

of experience. 

 

Course Tutor 

Stig Evans 

 

Participants 

The course is intended for practising conservators as well as 

other professionals in related fields.  

 

 

 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME 
 

Day 1  Monday 

 

16.00-18.30 Register at Reception Desk 

18.45  Welcome Talk 

19.00  Dinner followed by Introduction of tutors 

Evening Overview of subjects covered by the course.  Seven units illustrated by relevant 

case studies 

Discussion of tutors’ and participants’ experience of filling and retouching  

Introductory case study 

 



Day 2  Tuesday 
 
Morning Unit 1:  Overview of traditional and current approaches in filling and retouching.  

Ethics of filling and retouching 
 Unit 2:  Fillers, traditional and current.  Two case studies.  Start practical 

exercises for each student   
   
Afternoon   Visit to relevant studio - Ceramics/Furniture 
   Unit 3:  Grounds and primers, traditional and current.  Two case studies  

Unit 4:  Paint mediums and binders, traditional and current.  Two case studies.  
Continue practical exercises 

 
Evening Student presentations, discussion of students’ projects, advice by tutors.  

Continue practical exercises 

 

Day 3  Wednesday 
 
Morning Unit 5:  History of pigments and their properties.  Pigments used in retouching.  

Application of portable spectrophotometer for retouching.  Two case studies,  
Continue practical exercises  

 
Afternoon  Visit to relevant studio – Ceramics/Furniture 

Unit 6:  Protective coatings and glazes, traditional and current.  Other 
retouching techniques, including tratteggio.  Scagliola.  Two case studies  

 

Evening Student presentations, discussion of students’ projects, advice by tutors.  

Continue practical exercises   

 

Day 4  Thursday 
 
Morning Unit 7:  Studio practices.  Tools and brushes.  Health and Safety.  One case study  
 
Afternoon  Complete practical exercises.  Conclusion 
 
15.30  Course ends. 

 

Non-residential course fee:  £436  

Fully inclusive residential course fee:    

Shared bathroom facilities £607  

Standard room with private bathroom facilities £667 

Superior room with private bathroom facilities £727 

 

HOW TO BOOK 
 

Please complete one booking form, or copy of form, per person per course and enclose a deposit 

for each course booked. On receipt of your booking, we will send all the further details you will 

need for your visit, including the course details and your final payment slip. Travel instructions will 

be sent to all students. 

For further information about the course, please contact the Course Organiser: 

cpd@westdean.org.uk or +44 (0) 1243 818219. 

For further information about booking, please telephone the Bookings Office:  +44 (0)1243 818300. 

Website:  www.westdean.org.uk 
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