
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

WE6730   CALLIGRAPHY PENWORK FROM HISTORIC SOURCES 
 

Tutor:  SUSAN HUFTON 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY 12 FEBRUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Working from the best historic sources has the potential to revolutionise your calligraphy and lettering 
so that you always have the resources to create and develop your own interpretations of calligraphic 
hands. This course will enable you to choose, analyse and develop source material in order to create 
very personal work that is infinitely variable. 
 

Most people learn calligraphy by copying exemplars, their tutor’s or from books. Whilst this is a secure 
way to gain skills and experience, there comes a point when calligraphers want to be able to decide for 
themselves the direction their work takes and build upon their own personal interests and preferences. 
This course will show you a way of beginning with historical examples that enables you to develop your 
own interpretations of calligraphic hands – a key factor in being able to make original work. 
 

On this course you will discover how to choose good examples of manuscripts and how to analyse and 
adapt these for modern use. You will also learn key skills in related letterforms that will help you to be 
able to work from any manuscript as a starting point. Many books pride themselves on showing how to 
write many different scripts but the reality is that information is usually surface deep. However, when 
you know how to look at a manuscript and interpret what you see, what you discover can apply to 
every type of writing you choose to use. This results in your own work having an informed depth of 
understanding that cannot be gained by only copying. 
 

The tutor will provide good historical sources as a starting point and you are welcome to bring any 
examples that you have yourself to study and work from. 
 

Tools and materials will be explored as these are key to understanding the details of the scripts and 
there will be an opportunity to use quills and to write on good papers. 
 

You will not necessarily achieve beautifully finished pieces of work in the course but will have gained a 
secure foundation, which you can build upon over time. This has the potential to permanently transform 
and enrich you calligraphic work. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

Students need to have reasonable pen skills in writing with a metal nib or quill. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Sue has been a practising calligrapher and teacher for thirty years. Six years of intensive writing on the 
major Saint John’s Bible project gave her an experience of calligraphy that only a few people have today. 
She uses this experience to help others gain understanding and confidence in their calligraphy. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 10 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Friday 10 February 
 

7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 11 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 12 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring any examples of historical scripts that you may have collected, photocopies, photographs or details 
of online images which we can look at. 
If you already have a copy of Historical scripts by Stan Knight then please do bring it with you. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
A range of papers from cartridge to good calligraphy papers 
Tracing paper 
Set square and ruler and pencil 
Two HB or H or 2H Pencils to make double pencils 
Sharpener (or knife) and eraser 
Masking tape 
Ink – preferably stick ink and ink stone rather than bottled ink 
Gouache if you prefer to write with this rather than ink 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Quills, other writing tools that are useful for study work  
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
There are good sized drawing boards available for students’ use but if you have your own that you’d 
prefer to use then please bring it with you.  
A cloth such as a clean old sheet or piece of calico that can be folded up to provide a few layers of 
padding for your board. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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