
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

4D6664 CROSSING THE BRIDGE TO ABSTRACT PAINTING 
 
Tutor: JENNY TYSON 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 8 JANUARY – THURSDAY 12 JANUARY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
This practical painting course will help you discover your own process of abstract painting.  By studying a 
series of key artists, you find out which practices appeal to and complement your processes of work. 
Beginning with exercises to stimulate your imagination and extend your range of compositional 
dynamics, we then respond to the medium and use expressive mark making, tonal balance and colour. 
 
At the beginning of the course clear landmarks and points of reference in the history of 20th century 
abstract painting will be established through a formal structure with exercises and steps representing 
values and qualities that might usefully be achieved.  These steps and exercises will enable you to 
develop your own projects which, with tutoring help with painting technique, will lead towards personal 
breakthroughs. 
 
The works of various teachers and artists, including: Ruskin, Cezanne, Bomberg, Mondrian, Giacometti, 
Kandinsky, de Kooning and Hans Hofmann will be considered.  By studying their ways of perception, 
ideas and practices the bridge will be crossed from the traditional observational vision to one of energy, 
underlying structures, and transition. 
 
The dynamics of abstract painting will also be explored whilst we focus on different ways of looking at 
and analysing natural forms. 
 
You will make personal picture interpretations based on chosen images that you bring. These images 
could be any visual material, sketches, favourite photos – landscape with or without figures, abstract or 
figurative; old or modern masterpieces.  The tutor will guide you through the combining of 
“construction analysis” with imaginative personal interpretation; either in one image or image sequences. 
The use of caricature or jazzed up colours, big brush gestures, contrasting forces and spatial geometric 
devices are all welcome. 
 
By the end of the course you will leave with a promising project.  Discussion and use of reference books 
and group reviews will be used to assess and aid all outcomes. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jenny Tyson is an artist living and working in West Sussex.  Influenced by her native Scottish landscape 
and its light, colour and texture, she trained at Central School in London. 
 
 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Sunday 8 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students  
6.45pm Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
 

 

 

TYS14D3 

Continued 



Page 2 

 
Arrival day continued: Sunday 8 January 
 

7.00pm Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course 

The introductory session, will be a practical session. You will be asked to do 
investigative drawings from art history sources.  Bring your paper, pencils and 
putty rubber. 

 

Other days: Monday 9 to Wednesday 11 January 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to work on 

providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Thursday 12 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring painting and drawing materials.  You are invited to work in the medium in which you are 
skilled. 
 

For this course you are required to bring in a chosen image to work from.  It can be a photograph, 
drawing, ipad sketch, cut-out from a magazine/newspaper, printout, a still from a movie, etc.  Bring 
anything that interests you enough to develop it further. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
Providing collage papers and some drawing paper to get you started. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Watercolours Wax crayons  Acrylics 
Oil Putty rubber Paper 220gsm or thicker, min.size A3 
Sketch book (min.A4) Pencils B, 2B and 4B Brushes 
Stanley knives Scissors Canvases or any surface for painting on  
Coloured paper  Pritt stick glue or PVA Zest It (alternative to turpentine) 
Palette knives Charcoal Acrylic gesso  
A3 tracing paper pad 
 

Please bring any of the items listed, if you have them. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
Some students will be using oil paints and zest during this course. 
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