
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

4D6624 GRISAILLE FIGURE PAINTING IN OILS 
 
Tutor: WILLIAM SAVAGE 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER – THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Draw with paint, focus on the beauty of simple tonal values and explore colour temperature with a 
limited palette painting from the life model using two techniques of grisaille painting. We will examine 
throughout the course how contrasting artists – ranging from old masters to contemporary artists – 
have used grisaille methods in their practice. 
 
Your starting point will be mass drawing from the life model in charcoal, a helpful starting point for tonal 
painting. Observing the model in numerous short poses and a longer pose, you will practice measuring 
for accurate drawing, and gain confidence in quickly establishing the essential tonal structure of your 
subject.  
 
You will then start painting using open grisaille, a technique in which just one transparent colour (e.g. 
Burnt Umber) is applied to (and removed from) a light primed canvas ground. You will paint the model 
in a number of poses of a moderate length before having a chance to complete a finished painting over 
the course of a longer pose. 
 
You will then move on to closed grisaille painting, where you will be able to experiment with other 
traditional pigments or limited palettes such as a warm-cool palette (e.g. Burnt Sienna, Ultramarine Blue 
and Titanium White). You will see what an enormous range of tones and colour temperatures are 
possible with such limited means. 
 
As your painting progresses, you tutor will help to identify issues as they arise, provide guidance, and 
encourage you to self-reflect and evaluate your own progress. There will also be regular group 
discussions during the course, and a group critique at the end. 
 
During part of the course, the tutor will paint alongside the group as a means of demonstration and 
discussion. 
 
By the end of the course, you will have developed your knowledge and awareness of tonal values in 
painting, the possibilities of transparent and opaque painting, and gained an appreciation of colour 
temperature. 
 
LEVEL:  BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE   
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
William Savage is a figurative painter, self-taught and then trained at the Lavender Hill Studios in 
traditional techniques of representational painting.  In 2013 his work was shown in the Saatchi Gallery's 
"Burning Bright", and he has shown at the Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ Portrait Prize show in 
2013 and 2015. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 4 December 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

On the first evening, we will discuss the importance of tone values in painting, 
and undertake experiments in mixing tones and prepare colour charts based on 
the pigments to be used during the course. 

 

Other days: Monday 5 to Wednesday 7 December 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored 

 

Departure day: Thursday 8 December 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of providing a life model. 
 
Available from the Shop:  
Cartridge paper: A2 
3B pencil 
Willow charcoal (thin and thick) 
Putty rubber 
Cotton rags 
 

Oil paints: Please bring as a minimum Burnt Umber (or Raw Umber), Titanium White, Raw Sienna and 
Ultramarine Blue. 
 

Optional additional pigments which are sometimes used in grisaille painting: Ivory Black, Cadmium Red, 
Transparent Oxide Red, Terra Rosa, Venetian Red, Viridian (or Terra Verte). 
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Available from the Shop continued:  
Brushes: a range of round or filbert hogs-hair bristle brushes (from small to large, no smaller than ½” 
required) 
Palette knife 
Odourless spirits, e.g. Sansodor or Zest it 
Tear off paper or wooden palette 
Palette cups 
Canvasses/ primed boards to include two 8”x12” canvas boards, two 18” x 14” canvas boards or 
stretched canvases and one 20” x 24” stretched canvas (approximate size). 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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