
 
 
SATURDAY GARDEN LECTURE  
 

GL6780  PLANTS, GARDENS AND SEASONS 
 
Lecturer:  DR NOEL KINGSBURY 
 
Date:    I DAY  SATURDAY 4 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT THE LECTURE: 
 
With unpredictable weather in Britain at the best of times, added to which we now face climate change, 
never has it been so important to understand how plants react to weather and climate.  This workshop 
aims at encouraging participants to look at how plants react to temperature and rainfall over the course 
of the year and how this knowledge can be applied to choosing plants appropriate to their site and the 
effect they want to achieve.  We look at some basic plant physiology, global climate regions in relation 
to where our garden plants come from, and at the very different and hugely varied range of plant 
features we can use to spice up our gardens: fresh spring leaves, seed heads, foliage, berries, stems etc. 
And we do not forget flowers! 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused lecture that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced.  
 
ABOUT THE LECTURER: 
Dr Noel Kingsbury is a plantsman, designer, writer and lecturer.  He has a PhD from Sheffield University 
where he has undertaken research on perennial plant selection.  He used to run his own nursery near 
Bristol and now lives in Herefordshire with his partner Jo.  He writes for various magazines and 
newspapers including Gardens Illustrated and has many books to his name. 
 
 

OUTLINE TIMETABLE FOR THE DAY: 
 

9.30 – 9.45am Arrival and registration with coffee available at the The Auditorium (part of The 
Edward James Studios). (Garden Car Park Entrance) 

 

10.00  Welcome and brief introduction (West Dean College speaker) 
  MORNING SESSION (2.5 hours plus coffee break) 
 

11.00 – 11.30 Coffee break 
 

1.00pm  Lunch (a chance to buy books and visit the gardens) 
 

2.00  AFTERNOON SESSION (1 hour) 
 

3.00  End of course (further chance to visit the gardens) 
 
 

Please wear/bring suitable outdoor clothing if you wish to visit the gardens.  You may find it useful to 
bring a notebook and pencil. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
There are no health and safety restrictions on access to The Auditorium in the absence of the lecturer. 
 
ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION: 

 Students should use the West Dean Gardens entrance and car park. 
 Please arrive by 9.45am for registration at The Auditorium which is the large, flint Sussex barn 

on the right as you enter the site. 
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HOW TO GET TO WEST DEAN: 
 

ROAD: West Dean College and Garden is situated six miles north of the historic city of Chichester (this 
journey normally takes 15 minutes) and 12 miles from the south coast. There is convenient road access 
from London (65 miles). West Dean Garden is signposted off the A286. The Auditorium is the first 
building on the right as you drive in. 
 

RAIL: Trains to Chichester leave from London Victoria via Gatwick and from London Waterloo via 
Havant. Trains to Haslemere also leave from London Waterloo. A taxi from Chichester should cost 
approximately £15. 
 

BUS: Number 60 bus runs half-hourly on Mondays to Saturdays from Chichester Bus Station (opposite 
the railway station) to West Dean. 
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