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ABOUT THE TALK: 
 
Much loved by gardeners, Roy Lancaster is thought of as horticultural royalty in the UK.  He is also a 
consummate story-teller.  His acute sense of life’s comic moments, spirited sense of adventure and 
encounters with people, places and plants make his trajectory from Bolton Parks apprentice to Vice 
President of the RHS compelling, and his life story is uplifting.  Roy will be talking about his life and work 
with plants and he will have copies of his new book entitled A Plantsman’s Life for sale and signing. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused talk that is delivered to suit any level of experience. 
 
 
ABOUT ROY LANCASTER: 
 
Roy Lancaster’s interest in plants began as a schoolboy when he became involved in the compilation of 
a flora of the district in which he lived – Bolton, in the north of England.  On leaving school he joined 
the local Parks Department where he first became interested in foreign plants and their origins.  For two 
years (1956-58) he served with the army in Malaya where he made a collection of over a thousand 
plant specimens from the tropical rainforest for various international institutions including the Royal 
Botanic Garden Kew.  Seven of these plants were new records for Malaya.  Shortly after returning home 
he became a student gardener for two years at the University of Cambridge Botanic Garden before 
joining the Hillier Nurseries in 1962.   
 
For eight years he was involved with advisory work, exhibitions, flower shows, plant identification and 
the preparation of catalogues including the Centenary Catalogue in 1964 followed in 1971, after five 
year’s preparation, by the internationally acclaimed Hilliers’ Manual of Trees and Shrubs. 
 
In 1970, after having served as horticultural botanist to the Hillier Nurseries he became the first Curator 
of the Hillier Arboretum, now the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens and Arboretum, one of the largest 
collections of hardy woody plants in the temperate regions.  He left in 1980 to pursue a freelance 
career. 
 
He has been a member of the Royal Horticultural Society for over 40 years and in 2005 was elected a 
Vice President.  In 1972 he was awarded the Society’s Gold Veitch Memorial Medal for Services to 
Horticulture.  This was followed in 1988 by the Society’s most prestigious award the Victoria Medal of 
Honour.  He is a Vice Chairman of the Society’s Woody Plant Committee and a member of several 
other committees. 
 
In 1998 he received the OBE for services to horticulture and this was followed in 2014 with the award 
of a CBE.  In 2002 he received the Garden Writers’ Guild Lifetime Achievement Award and in 2006 
was elected an Honorary Fellow of the Kew Guild followed, in 2008 by the award of the Kew Guild 
Medal.  Since 1980 he has been a freelance writer, lecturer, broadcaster, plant explorer and tour leader.  
He lives with his wife Sue in a Victorian house within striking distance of the New Forest in Hampshire. 
He has 1/3 acre garden in which he grows a large collection of plants, some of which he has introduced 
as seed from the wild. 
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OUTLINE TIMETABLE: 
 

6.00–6.30pm Arrival and Registration at West Dean College 

6.30–7pm Gather in the Oak Hall for a glass of wine  

7pm  Lecture with Roy Lancaster begins in The Old Library, West Dean College 

8.30pm  Lecture ends – there will be books for sale and signing 
 
 

ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION: 
 Please use the West Dean College main entrance and please park in the car park on the left of the 
 drive before the main house. 
 Please arrive by 6.30pm for registration. 
 
HOW TO GET TO WEST DEAN: 
ROAD: West Dean College is situated six miles north of the historic city of Chichester (this journey 
normally takes 15 minutes) and 12 miles from the south coast. There is convenient road access from 
London (65 miles). West Dean College is signposted off the A286.  
 
RAIL: Trains to Chichester leave from London Victoria via Gatwick and from London Waterloo via 
Havant. Trains to Haslemere also leave from London Waterloo.  A taxi from Chichester should cost 
approximately £15. 
 
BUS: Number 60 bus runs half-hourly on Mondays to Saturdays from Chichester Bus Station (opposite 
the railway station) to West Dean. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
There are no health and safety restrictions on access to the teaching space in the absence of the 
lecturer. 
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