
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

4D6756   EXPERIMENTING WITH PAPER CLAY 
 
Tutor:      CLAIRE IRELAND 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  MONDAY 20 FEBRUARY – FRIDAY 24 FEBRUARY 
 
 

This course, together with five others, takes place in our themed Paper Week.  As part of this week 
additional talks will feature by tutors, giving insight into their creative practice and teaching.  Studio visits 
to the other Paper Week courses will also be encouraged.  
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course offers an introduction into the versatility and creative possibilities of paper clay.  
 
You will have the opportunity to explore a variety of hand building techniques to construct forms using 
paper clay pulp and ready mixed clay, incorporating wet, leather hard, dry and fired components. 
 
You will also experiment with casting sections, embossing and printing the surfaces using underglaze 
colours, oxides and slips. 
 
All hand building methods and decorative techniques will be demonstrated to the group.  This will 
include individual tutorials and guidance throughout the course. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Claire Ireland produces hand-built sculptural ceramics and has recently completed commissioned work 
for specific locations and private gardens. She is a member of the Society of Designer Craftsmen and 
the Craft Potters Association. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 20 February 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Tuesday 21 February – Thursday 23 February 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working is available until 10pm, these sessions are untutored 
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Departure day: Friday 24 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am    Coffee 
11.00am   Morning classes continue 
12.45pm   Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.00pm    Classes finish 
3.30pm   Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
All clay, glazing and firing costs (large work in size and quantity may be charged extra).  
 
Available from the College Shop: 
Sketchbook or Notebook (it is important that you document your experiments for future reference) 
Pencils 
Scalpel or craft knife 
Soft paintbrushes, assorted sizes 
Scissors 
Ruler 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Pottery tools – if you have any 
Textures and materials – fragments of embossed paper and fabric (knitted or embroidered for example, 
to experiment with) 
Digital camera – to record your progress (also useful to record work you are leaving behind to fire) 
Boxes and bubble wrap if you are taking fragile work home 
 
PLEASE BRING A STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED POSTCARD WITH YOU (or leave your name and 
email address) if you wish to leave your work at the College, so that we can let you know when your 
pieces are ready. Work must be collected within one year of the date you are notified it is ready. 
 
Firing and glazing of completed pieces – Students normally have three options at the end of the course. 
 

1. Students may leave any raw, finished pieces that they wish to keep, for biscuit firing, basic glazing 
and re-firing by the college, for collection at a later date. 

 

2. Students may leave raw, finished pieces for biscuit firing at the College. They may then book a 
place on a glazing day – the details and course fee are advertised in the short course 
programme – and learn how to glaze their work themselves. This work will be re fired and 
available for collection at a later date (There is no further charge for the glazing materials if you 
choose to book a glazing day.) 

 

3. Students are free to take away their unfired pots for firing and glazing elsewhere. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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