
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

LW6742 DRAWING THE HEAD 
 

Tutor: EMILY BALL 
 

Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 16 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

This course offers you an opportunity to gain the confidence to tackle drawing the human head.  Our 
aim is to capture more than just a likeness, in other words, to convey the ‘feel’ and essence of the 
person, exploring sculptural qualities of the shapes and features using the tactile and physical properties 
of the drawing mediums.  You will also be encouraged to work directly and confidently with your 
materials.  Liberating and focused exercises will enable you to select and use your materials to find ways 
of re-inventing how to draw the features. 
 

The course begins with an introduction which includes some practical work.  You will move on to a 
series of exercises to help you ‘loosen up’ and sharpen your observation and responses.  You will 
complete many drawings from both short and long poses, on a large and small scale, using charcoal, 
pencil, felt pens, rubbers and rags. 
 

There will be a slide show of artists’ work including Auerbach, Picasso, Giacometti, Francis Bacon and 
the tutor’s own work.  We will discuss how the artists arrive at their finished pieces.  There will also be 
discussions of students’ work in progress. 
 

This exciting course is aimed at students of all levels of experience. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Emily Ball trained at Exeter and Surrey Universities and is director and tutor of Emily Ball at Seawhite 
Studio. Her book Painting and Drawing People – A Fresh Approach was published in 2009. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Thursday 16 February 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  On the first evening you get familiar with your materials and the idea of 

combining sensation and observation to create images. 
 

Other days: Friday 17 and Saturday 18 February 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: the studio is open until 10pm for students to work on their own. 
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Departure day: Sunday 19 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee for this course:  providing a model. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Cartridge paper 
Scene painter’s charcoal 
Black and white chalks 
Soft pencils, graphite pencils, rubbers, felt pens 
Pritt stick glue 
Masking tape 
Fixative 
Scissors 
Bulldog clips 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Lots of rags 
 
If in doubt about materials, please consult the tutor at the beginning of the course. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:   
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to the course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to the studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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