
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

LW6712 DESIGNING YOUR OWN GARDEN 

 
Tutor:  ANNIE GUILFOYLE 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

This short course is aimed at enthusiastic amateur gardeners who would like to design their own garden, 
either having taken on a brand new garden with nothing in it or having an established garden which 
requires change. 
 

The course will begin on the first evening with a slide lecture showing some inspirational images of 
various gardens and a discussion on students’ gardens and individual requirements. 
 

Day one will cover the essential pre-design work including the site survey and analysis, enabling students 
to evaluate their own gardens prior to design.  Students will formulate their own design brief and learn 
how to create a functional layout plan, which will help in site planning and arrangement. 
 

Day two will be spent designing the garden in the studio.  
 

Day three will focus on the planting design and how to produce a planting plan.  Students will learn the 
importance of structure when considering the planting. 
 

During the course, the lecture sessions will include practical demonstrations, slide lectures and hands-on 
workshops.  Weather permitting, we will use the gardens at West Dean for inspiration and to reinforce 
the theory of design, the objective being that the students will complete the course having an in-depth 
insight into how to design their own garden and feel confident enough to tackle their own projects. 
 

Some course notes can be provided if required.  A list of recommended books will be given out so that 
students can use these for future reference.  Students will require some drawing equipment and may 
need to bring some inspirational books along, especially for the planting plan stage.  A list can be 
provided prior to the course.  The tutor’s approach is to act as a guide, showing students the mechanics 
of garden design and giving them the confidence to exploit the endless possibilities that are available. 
 

LEVEL:  SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Annie Guilfoyle has a degree in Garden Design from the Middlesex University and combines lecturing 
with professional practice. Her work was featured in BBC television’s Small Town Gardens. 
 

 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Thursday 2 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  We begin on the first evening with a slide lecture showing some inspirational 

images of various gardens and a discussion on your gardens and individual 
requirements. 
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Other days: Friday 3 February – Saturday 4 February 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working  
 

Departure day: Sunday 5 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
A1 tracing paper 
Medium drawing pencil & eraser 
A selection of drawing pens (not essential) 
Metric scale ruler, set square 
Masking tape 
Circle guide  
Compass 
Mechanical drawing pencil 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:  
Sketch book, note book 
Inspirational books for design and planting 
Any additional drawing equipment 
Photos and images of your own garden 
A measured survey (to scale in metric) of your own garden space – you will need this to do your 
design, without a survey it is very difficult to base a new design.  You may want to consider having a 
professional surveyor carry out a survey.  If you are in any doubt please either call or email and Annie 
can get in touch with you. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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