
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

1D6549 CARVE AN ENGLISH ROSE – A TASTER DAY 
 
Tutor: ALEX JONES 
 
Date: 1 DAY  TUESDAY 1 NOVEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Sculpting a rose is a great way to learn the simple basic techniques of carving. 
 
During the day you will be taken through the process of carving one of England's most iconic symbols.  
You will carve in Lime, a wood favoured by the master carver of the 18th century Grinling Gibbons and 
great for creating the illusion of soft petals.  The subtle qualities of lime wood bring sculpture to the fore 
without having to wrestle with a troublesome grain. 
 
As you work you will be taught to use woodcarving chisels safely, both with the mallet and by hand. 
You will be carving in a pre-cut band sawed piece of lime wood provided by the college so as to speed 
up the process and allow for a quick application of the wood carving tools and the creation of form. 
 
By the end of the day you will have a finished carved rose, this can be simply sealed on the day and 
waxed at your leisure or, if you wish to take it further, your tutor will advise you on the best approach 
of using pigments and paints. 
 
Having completed the course, you will be able to plan and design further shallow relief carving projects 
and be in the perfect position to develop your new found skills further 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS 
Starting points. For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Alex Jones trained at City & Guilds Art College, Alex Jones worked at Peter Turing's studio before 
concentrating on a rich vein of commissions for public display and private collections worldwide.  
 

 

TIMETABLE:  
 

9.00–9.15am  Registration and coffee 
9.15am   Morning classes 
10.30am   Coffee 
12.45pm   Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring an image of an English rose, if you can. This process will provide important additional information 
for use in your sculpture. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30 –2pm. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The cost of the lime wood supplied for the course is included in the course fee. 
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Available from the Shop: 
Graphite pencils/rubber/pencil sharpener 
A4 Paper and tracing paper 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Clothing and footwear suitable for the workshop (open sandals must not be worn in the workshop) 
Photograph of your up-turned hand (see preparation) 
 
Please Note: The College provides carving tools for the course but you may bring any carving tools 

(chisels, mallets, gouges) you already have (please mark any tools you bring to the 
course with your name). 

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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