
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 

 

5D6625 WATERCOLOUR LANDSCAPES – EXPRESSIVE MOOD AND LIGHT 

 
Tutor:  BRIDGET WOODS 
 
Dates:  5 DAYS  SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER – FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Light is the prevailing visual element that expresses the mood of the moment.  Its quality can describe 
the time of day, weather, season and climate.  With its generous spreading potential, wide range of 
textural expression and portability, the most immediate medium to achieve this often fleeting magic in 
paint, is watercolour. 
 

You will begin with an exercise to explore different ways to make and mix intense and rich colourful 
darks by experiencing the way that light is absorbed and reflected by water and coloured pigment.  
Then by contrast, you will learn how to leave white and bright areas the natural way without fuss and 
gadgetry, allowing the light in your paintings to tell your chosen story.  You will be shown how to 
achieve the effect of light falling on landscape subjects such as clouds, trees and water, by demonstration 
and a slide display of finished work which will illustrate the applications of techniques.  
 

Watercolour has the ability to be bold and strong as well as dilute and pale.  You will gain the 
confidence to achieve this range in an environment which will encourage experiment and imagination, 
learning different brush marks for dramatic, gentle or sparkling light.  
 

With individual tuition, by making short watercolour sketches, so useful on holiday, you will progress to 
further different methods of building a painting in the studio.  
 

By the end of the course you will have developed the observational skills and learnt watercolour 
methods to make your own unique statement, whether it reflects outside conditions or your personal 
mood and style. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED   
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Bridget Woods specialises in watercolour, life (drawing and painting) and exhibits and teaches 
internationally. She has a number of books and DVDs published including ‘Life Drawing – a Journey to 
Self-Expression’ (2003) and ‘Life Drawing – Techniques in Action’ (2007) and ‘Painting Expressive 
Watercolour’ (2014).  
 

 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Sunday 4 December 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students  
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course 
    Please bring all materials with you to this first practical session in which we will 

explore underpainting in colour through tinting and gradated washes. 
The College Craft Shop will be open on Monday morning at 8.30am (before 
the first session at 9.15am) to enable you to supplement your materials, if 
necessary. 
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Other days: Monday 5 December – Thursday 8 December 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working: optional demonstrations and untutored sessions, (slide show, 

Tuesday evening 5.15 – 6pm, 8 – 9pm). 
 

Departure day: Friday 9 December 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am    Coffee 
11.00am   Morning classes continue 
12.45pm   Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.00pm    Classes finish 
3.30pm   Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring up to ten varied landscape photos or enlarged copies which are appropriate to the course 
and a reproduction of a painting by another artist that you like, for a discussion on watercolour 
processes and composition. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
 

PAINTS 
 

These are the only six colours that you will need. Winsor & Newton (Artist’s quality) is the brand 
stocked by the shop 
 

 1.  Winsor Blue (Green Shade) or Pthalo Blue 
 2.  Winsor Lemon or Cadmium Lemon  
 3.  Permanent Rose or Opera Rose   
 4.  Ultramarine or Cobalt Blue or Cobalt Blue – Deep   
 5.  New Gamboge or Winsor Yellow or Transparent Yellow   
 6.  Scarlet Lake or Winsor Red  
 

BRUSHES 
 

Round at the neck with a pointed tip. Made with natural, soft, animal hair and NOT nylon.  
 

      Small – the length of the hairs is approximately 12mm   
      2x Medium – the length of the hairs is approximately 25mm   

Large – the length of the hairs is approximately 40mm – a soft make-up brush is ideal and 
inexpensive. 

 

The tutor will have Medium and Large Chinese brushes for sale. 
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Available from the Shop continued: 
 

PAPER 
 

Watercolour paper in sheets at least 380mm x 280 mm (15” x 11”) (Large single sheets can be cut to 
this size): 
Cotton rag paper, 140lb ROUGH surface is good for landscape painting 
(eg Saunders Waterford, Arches, Khadi paper) 
In addition (not as an alternative) you may wish to bring Wood pulp paper, 140lb ROUGH which is 
good for quick watercolour sketching (eg Bockingford,`The Langton’) 
 

PAINT BOX 
A plastic paint box for both storing and mixing your paints. The ‘Liz Deakin’ palette is recommended 
 

Soft pencil / 2B mechanical pencil. 
Thick, natural, not compressed, charcoal (min.1cm)  
Plastic eraser   
Sketchbook (A5) for written and colour notes   
Two bulldog clips   
 
Please bring the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any watercolour paints or brushes you already have in addition to the list above 
Paper tissue or kitchen roll for cleaning   
Plastic, low, broad water pot with watertight lid 
 
Not necessary, but bring if you already have: 
Aquash brush (Pentel) or similar waterfill brushes 
Digital camera, binoculars 
Corex, corrugated plastic or foamboard as a painting board - light yet sturdy.  
Sturdy bag for painting equipment 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor. All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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