
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

1D6578 INTRODUCTION TO WATERCOLOUR PAINTING – A TASTER DAY 

 
Tutor: SUZANNE BALCHIN 
 
Date: 1 DAY  MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Discover the astonishing scope of watercolour; explore creative ways to apply pigment to accomplish a 
watercolour study. There will be live demonstration and individual tuition with an emphasis on students 
developing at their own pace.  
 
A short presentation introduces an overview of the water colour medium illustrated by examples of the 
tutor’s own working method.  Inspired by the season at West Dean you will work directly from an array 
of beautiful natural subjects in the studio: skeletal forms, seed heads, berries and traces of wild life.  You 
will learn how to measure and compose an informative line drawing to act as a template for your 
painting.  Learn how to apply paint with both wet and dry techniques, as well as brush handling and 
control.  Through a number of exercises, you will learn how to build layers, create texture and achieve 
descriptive colour and form.  You will also discover how to apply finishing techniques to accentuate 
tone and express luminous qualities in your work.  
 
On completing this day you will have experimented with and applied techniques which reveal the 
endless subtle expression of the watercolour medium.  
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS   
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Suzanne Balchin studied at Camberwell School of Art.  She exhibits at the Mall Galleries, has 
demonstrated at The Sunday Times Watercolour Exhibition and has had a solo show at Pallant House 
Gallery.  Suzanne specialises in water colour using a 'dry brush technique' which allows the development 
of highly observed and detailed studies inspired by natural history and her local environment. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

9.00–9.15am  Registration and coffee 
9.15am  Morning classes 
10.30am  Coffee 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm, for any materials you 
need to purchase from the shop. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of materials shared amongst the group including paints and paper. 
Brushes, palettes and pencils will be available to use during the course. 
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Available from the Shop: 
Paints, papers, brushes, drawing media to purchase and take home as required. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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