
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

2D6703 CONJURING COLOUR AND TEXTURE – FABRIC DYEING 
 

Tutor: CHRISTINE CHESTER 
 

Dates: 2 DAYS  SUNDAY 29 JANUARY – TUESDAY 31 JANUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Working with Procion MX dyes which are easily available you will learn to create colourful textured and 
patterned fabrics when using immersion dyeing techniques. We will prepare fabrics for bucket dyeing in 
a variety of ways including wrapping bamboo sticks, wrapping and scrunching fabric round a ‘pole’, 
stitching patterns into fabric, clamping fabric between shapes and other resist techniques which are now 
referred to under the umbrella heading of ‘shibori’.  
 

Monday will be spent working with colour; single colours in buckets and multiple colours in tray dyeing. 
You will learn how to mix the dyes for the different techniques and the different ways the fix is 
introduced into the two processes. Then the end of the day will be spent rinsing! 
 

Choices can then be made on Tuesday about repeating certain favourite processes either working with 
buckets or trays, refining skills learned on previous days, or overdyeing fabrics to produce further 
colourful effects. 
 

Throughout all of this, you will be guided as to colour choices and ways of mixing particular colours. 
You may choose to make a colour notebook from the range of dyes available for use in some of the 
spare moments whilst dyes are steeping and before the rinsing. 
 

Through these techniques you will create exciting patterns and textures on fabrics. You also learn to 
combine colours by overdyeing in buckets or using more than one colour in a container, working with 
primary and secondary colours to create blends and mixes. Simple colour mixing theory relating to dyes 
and how these differ from the behaviour of pigments in paint are included, alongside how to choose the 
materials and techniques to create particular types of marks in fabrics and how to control the application 
of colour to a range of fabrics and textures. 
 

The course will cover safe management and maintenance of working area when using procion MX dyes 
and all related ingredients. You will be shown how to mix dyes and combine with the fix for the dyes at 
the right time for the process, for two different techniques – bucket dyeing and tray dyeing. 
 

LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 

For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course. Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Christine Chester is an artist and teacher working from a textile studio in Eastbourne, having previously 
worked in a local college. She regularly has work accepted into major juried competitions, and is the 
newest member of the prestigious group Quilt Art. In 2015 Christine had a solo gallery at Festival of 
Quilts featuring her work on dementia, and graduated with distinction in her MA degree. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 29 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Sunday 29 January 
 

7.00pm Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm  First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course.  

We will spend the first evening preparing fabrics for bucket dyeing the following 
day. Preparations will include wrapping bamboo sticks, wrapping and scrunching 
fabric round a ‘pole’, stitching patterns into fabric, clamping fabric between shapes 
and other resist techniques which are now referred to under the umbrella 
heading of ‘shibori’.  

 

Other days: Monday 30 January 
 

9.15am Morning classes start 
10.30am Coffee 
11.00am Morning classes continue 
12.45pm Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes 
3.30pm Tea 
4.00pm Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to work on 

providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Tuesday 31 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
All fabric you bring must be thoroughly ‘scoured’ before the course: to do this please soak fabric in hot 
washing soda overnight (approximately 3 tablespoons of soda per metre of fabric in a bucket of water) 
and then wash in washing machine at 60 degrees, before drying and ironing. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of dyes, soda ash and rinse agent supplied for the course by the tutor. 
 

Please bring: 
5m white cotton fabric (prepared for dyeing) – scoured – you could also bring silk, silk/cotton blends, 
viscose 
Rubber gloves – or non latex equivalent but please make sure they come well up above the wrists 
Old clothes/apron 
1.5kg pack of cooking salt 
Fabric scissors 
Empty wine bottle with label removed 
Notebook and small painting brush – this could be purchased from the shop 
Large freezer bags for taking wet work home 
 
CHE5WE1 
Continued 



Page 3 

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
Please inform the tutor via the College in advance if you have a chronic respiratory condition. 
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