
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

1D6614 MOSAICS – A TASTER DAY 
 
Tutor: VANESSA BENSON 
 
Date: 1 DAY  FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 

 
This is an enjoyable and exciting glimpse into the potential of this classical art form.  Exploration of 
materials and the interaction of shapes in mosaics will be briefly touched on.  You are encouraged to 
bring visual source material as a starting point for ideas.  You will be making a mosaic using the direct 
method, which involves adhering materials directly to a surface. 
 
We will first look at materials and how to break them into tesserae using appropriate tools. You will 
gain skills in applying the direct method, which involves adhering these tesserae directly onto a surface 
with a suitable form of adhesive for the materials and the environment they will inhabit.  Examples of 
various contexts will be discussed.  You will be provided with a base measuring 20cm x 20cm to work 
on.  If you do not finish your mosaic, you will be able to complete it at home.  The final stage of 
grouting will be demonstrated so that you may do that when the mosaic is complete. 
 
You will finish the day with an understanding of the potential of further courses in mosaics to develop 
skills for more ambitious projects.  You will also be able to complete a simple mosaic independently 
using the direct method, and begin to process visual material in order to generate ideas for further 
projects. 
 
LEVEL:  BEGINNERS 
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Vanessa Benson has been practicing mosaics for over 30 years. Trained in Italy, she is an experienced 
teacher and has run a number of community projects.  She works predominantly with stone. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

9.00–9.15am  Registration and coffee 
9.15am  Morning classes 
10.30am  Coffee 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
No required preparation is necessary; however if there are some materials you have collected that you 
think may be suitable please bring them.  If you would like to bring your own base to work on different 
to the one we provide please do so (e.g. piece of plywood or MDF at least 15 mm thick). Also bring 
ideas for designs. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm, for any materials you 
need to purchase from the shop. 
Please bring your own mosaic materials if you would like to make sure you work with your own choice.  
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Materials included in the course fee:   
The course fee includes a pack of mosaic tiles, grout and a base. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
A range of vitreous and unglazed tiles will be available for purchase 
 
Available from the tutor: 
A limited range of Smalti glass, stone, and unspecified material will be available for purchase from the 
tutor. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Materials that you think may be of interest for you to use, including recycled material such as found 
material, stone etc… 
Plastic containers to hold your cut pieces 
Plastic lids for the glue 
Apron 
Bubble rap or box for taking work away 
Ideas for designs 
 
Tools will be provided by the College 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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