
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

WE6855 SELF-PUBLISHING – FINDING YOUR WAY 
 
Tutor: JILL MARSHALL 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 31 MARCH – SUNDAY 2 APRIL 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course will give you an overview of the different options for publishing your book, from traditional 
routes via agents and trade publishers to the wide variety of methods for self-publishing.  The focus will 
be on identifying the pathway or channel that most connects you the writer with your creativity and 
desires for a readership.  We then drill down into practical ways to follow that route, while giving you 
the ability to manage your portfolio according to your own creative impulse.  
 
This unique course provides you with a deep-dive exploration of the whole range of publishing options 
currently available to you, with an emphasis on using the best method to unleash creativity and then 
taking measured and professional steps towards it.  Writers with their first book as yet unwritten can 
benefit from this course as much as established authors with a backlist and rights reversions. 
 
You will explore why writers write and why they want to publish their work.  Learn how to connect 
you the writer from your creative impulse to your readership in the most satisfying way and discover 
industry best-practice information to enable you to publish in your chosen manner. 
 
Your tutor will introduce you to the full range of publication methods available to you and help you to 
identify which method best suits your books, creative expression, career, and budget.  Through 
examples, exercises, discussion and one-to-one consultation, this course will enable you to pursue your 
chosen route in practical and manageable steps.  Your tutor will support you with expert guidance on 
industry information, editorial advice and pointers towards the most effective approach for your book, 
and nuts-and-bolts matters such as submission practices and formatting documents for different media. 
 
By the end of the course you will have broadened your working knowledge of the range of publishing 
options available to you; have the means to identify which publishing route is most appropriate for 
you/your book; understand strategies for pursuing publishing channels for a portfolio of work; be aware 
of the practical steps including editing, cover/internals design, formatting, utilising traditional or digital 
publishing channels including POD (print-on-demand), e- and audio-books; and have a better 
understanding of book sales, distribution and marketing (including websites). 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
You can join this course with an idea of a book or have completed one or more.  Established authors 
can learn how to manage their existing portfolio or backlist, but as long as you have an interest in 
publishing a creative work you will learn how to progress.   
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
With two Masters’ Degrees (History and Creative Writing) and a best-selling book series under her 
belt, Jill Marshall’s fiction from picture books to adult novels has been published worldwide by Penguin, 
Macmillan and Hachette.  Formerly a commercial training director, Jill has coached 1000+ writers as an 
editor, writing trainer and publisher.  She loves publishing traditionally and independently to reach her 
readers.  
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 31 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

On the first evening, we’ll have a brief overview of the publishing world, life as a 
creative writer, and how the two connect.  Each student will then be asked to 
consider overnight their main motivation for writing their book.  This will feed 
into the first session on Saturday morning.  

 

Other days: Saturday 1 April 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 2 April 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
As long as you have an idea of your book/books, no preparation is needed.  However, if you would like 
to work on your own manuscripts overnight, you should bring your own laptop and have the 
manuscript available as a Word document.  
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Notebook, pen/pencil 
 

Available from the tutor:  
Jill’s fiction as examples, Jill’s writing and publishing guides 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A laptop if you have one (see above)  
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:    
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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