
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

LW6671 ENAMELLING THE FIGURE AND PORTRAITS 
 
Tutor:   PAT JOHNSON 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 12 JANUARY – SUNDAY 15 JANUARY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Creating enamelled images of people, clothed or unclothed, can be simple and fun or quite demanding if 
the design is complex.  
 
You will be free to choose your own style of working and will come away from the course knowing 
enough about enamelling techniques that you can continue at home. Via demonstrations and then 
gaining experience, you will learn how to use enamel colours, work with the concept of layers and be 
able to fire correctly. Samples of framed enamelled panels will be on display and other possibilities for 
framing will be discussed. 
 
Although starting out with simple compositions, you will soon understand what kind of approach to 
rending the figure or the face you want to follow and become at ease with the techniques you need to 
achieve you aims.  Enamelling is a fairly rapid process and it will be possible for a number of pieces to be 
finished. You may want to work on several pieces at one time, which will assist the development of your 
enamelling techniques and the understanding of what you can achieve. 
 
Working with enamels is a partnership between the artist and the medium. The enamels contribute 
qualities of colour that are unique and sometimes suggest ways of developing the composition that 
were not originally intended. During the course you will learn how to respond to and utilise what the 
enamels are doing. 
 
Those who wish to work with photographs and screen images should get in touch with the tutor a few 
weeks before the course begins. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Pat Johnson has had a long career making images in enamel, both small and large scale. She has 
completed many commissions, exhibited widely and is an experienced teacher. She studied life drawing 
once a week for several years. Images of people, figures and portraits have been a constant theme in 
her enamel work. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 12 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  After an introduction we will begin enamelling on the first evening. 
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Other days: Friday 13 and Saturday 14 January 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored 

 

Departure day: Sunday 15 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring along any photographs, images from magazines, etc and any of your own drawings and 
paintings which you would like to render in enamel. Small silk screens can be made from photographs 
but students wishing to do this must contact the tutor in advance (in writing to Pat Johnson c/o West 
Dean College or email: patjohnson51@googlemail.com).  
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor will supply all of the materials but the cost of finished work must be paid for. 
This charge is dependent on the amount of materials used and usually varies between £20 and £60, 
more if many pieces are produced. Screens will cost around £4.00 each. The charge should be paid to 
the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
 
Available from the tutor:   
Copper, enamels and screens 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:   
Any favourite brushes or drawing tools and drawing materials 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor will instruct students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Please note that tutor 
supervision is required at all times when students work in this workshop.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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