
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

4D6834 FROM CONCEPT TO REALISATION – MAKING MOSAICS 
 
Tutor: EMMA BIGGS 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 26 MARCH – THURSDAY 30 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
The aim of this course is to familiarise you with the ideas and intention lying behind the practice of 
making work.  Craft is often thought to exist in a realm free from the philosophical aspects of the art 
world, but in fact its engagement with functionality – its use value, make it uniquely expressive of ideas 
of that period in which it is made. 
 
The course will be structured around illustrated talks and you will learn how to apply these principles to 
your own work. It is unlikely that work will be completed as the emphasis is on ideas. You should leave 
with a better sense of how to build from and interpret your ideas in the solid material form of mosaic. 
 
Projects are begun and can be finished at home. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Emma Biggs has worked with mosaic for over 25 years. She shows here work internationally and has 
won awards for her architectural projects. She has written a number of books on the subject. With her 
partner Matthew Collings she also makes collaborative paintings. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 26 March 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Monday 27 to Wednesday 29 March 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working  
 

Departure day: Thursday 30 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
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Departure day continued: Thursday 30 March 
 

11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring some materials, ideas and inspiration. Bring an idea that you wish to develop. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Charcoal 
Paper and pencils 
Wooden trays (as supports for mosaics): prices from £6 – £15 according to size 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Materials which you think may be of interest or use 
Plastic containers for mixing grout and to hold mosaic pieces (e.g. yoghurt pots) 
Mixing tools – old spoons or spatulas 
A jam jar  
Tile nippers – side tile nippers with a spring (these are essential and can be purchased at cost from the 

tutor if you have been unable to purchase them prior to commencement of the course)   
Bubble wrap or newspaper to protect your finished mosaic panel 
Apron/overalls 
Barrier cream or rubber gloves 
Watercolour type paintbrush 
 
The College will provide a lightweight face mask (essential) and protective glasses.  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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