
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

4D6783 UNDERSTANDING COLOUR IN GLAZES 
 
Tutor: LINDA BLOOMFIELD 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 5 MARCH – THURSDAY 9 MARCH 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

The aims of the course are to gain an understanding of what makes a glaze and how to make one.  The 
practical aspects of making, testing and firing glazes will be covered.  Emphasis will be placed on using 
colour in the form of colouring oxides and how they are affected by different fluxes in the glaze.  White 
clays are best for showing vibrant colour: preferably white stoneware or porcelain.  You may bring your 
own biscuit fired pieces and there will be test tiles available to purchase on the course. The course is 
suitable for anyone who makes pottery. 
 

The following will be covered: 
 

 Simple glaze chemistry. 
 Glaze materials – what is in a glaze and what does each material contribute. 
 Choosing a glaze recipe. 
 Base glazes – glossy and matt. 
 Adding colour – oxides and stains. 
 Weighing and mixing glaze ingredients. 
 Testing glazes – line blends, cross bends. 
 Applying glazes – dipping, pouring, brushing. 
 Loading the kiln. 
 Firing the kiln. 
 Health and safety. 

 

By the end of the course you will have an understanding of how to make and fire your own glazes. 
 

Please note the following materials will not be used: barium carbonate, vanadium pentoxide and 
chromium oxide. 
 

LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Linda Bloomfield has made pots since 1973. She trained as a materials scientist and set up her current 
studio in 2001. Linda had two books published in 2011 – Advanced Pottery and Colour in glazes. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 5 March 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Monday 6 to Wednesday 8 March 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Monday 6 to Wednesday 8 March 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working – workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Thursday 9 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring:  
20 test tiles up to 5x10 cm in size 
5-10 small test pots not more than 10cm in diameter or 5-10 small vases not more than 10cm high. 
Do NOT bring larger pots made on other courses as you will not have time to glaze them. This course 

is about developing glazes. Biscuit fired to 1000°C 
COMMERCIALLY PRODUCED BISQUE WARE IS NOT SUITABLE 
 
Reading list (optional): 
Colour in Glazes, Linda Bloomfield, A&C Black 2011 
Glazes Cone 6, Michael Bailey, A&C Black 2001 
The Potter’s Palette, Christine Constant and Steve Ogden, Quarto 1996 
Revealing Glazes using the grid method, Ian Currie, Bootstrap Press 2000 
The Glaze Book, Stephen Murfitt, Thames and Hudson 2002 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
All glazing and firing costs (work large in size or quantity may be charged extra).  
 
Available from the Shop: 
Pottery knife and tools 
Chinese brushes 
Notebook 
Natural sponge 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor will have a small supply of additional biscuit fired test tiles.  These may be purchased directly 
from her should they be required, by cash or cheque. 
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Please bring any of the materials listed on page 2, if you have them, and in addition: 
10 test tiles – white stoneware or porcelain are preferred 
5-10 small test pots – dimensions up to 10 cm 
Digital or triple beam balance scales if you have them 
Overalls or apron 
Notebook 
Glaze books 
Calculator 
10 clean plastic pots with lids (wide crème fraiche or hummus pots are ideal for dipping test tiles) 
Chinese brushes 
Old plastic credit card 
Sponge 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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