
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

3D6803 GLASS ENGRAVING: OLD TECHNIQUES, NEW INSIGHTS 
 

Tutor: KATHARINE COLEMAN 
 

Dates: 3 DAYS   MONDAY 13 MARCH – THURSDAY 16 MARCH 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

The aim of this course is to explore the many possibilities of engraving on clear and colour overlaid 
glass, both flat glass and blown forms, using flexible drive drill and sandblast techniques.  Glass engraving 
techniques can be applied superficially as the lightest of textures or, if desired, to the deepest of carvings, 
abstract, figurative, carefully and smoothly executed, polished and finished, or rough cut, as freely and 
spontaneously as the artist desires.  Furthermore, engravings on glass can be used for printing and this 
opens up further insights into the potential of this seldom exploited medium.  
 

From this course you should produce some complete finished samples and gain sufficient understanding 
to continue working in your own studio.  You will also gain an appreciation of the wide range of both 
historic and contemporary glass engraving.  You will be equally welcome, whether you come with a 
desire to become a glass engraver or simply to extend your competence with engraving as an adjunct to 
your working practice with glass or another printing material. 
 

We shall be engraving on recycled bottle, float glass, tableware, blown forms and samples with and 
without colour overlays, using diamond and stone burs and polishing materials in flexible drive drills with 
water drip lubrication as well as the sandblaster.  Design options and careful planning of the work are 
considered from the outset.  You are most welcome to bring your own glass, (NOT glass with colour 
on the inside surface, nor heatproof or toughened glassware such as Pyrex) if you have some to hand. 
The tutor will provide small samples for you to experiment on and also some blown forms, mostly with 
single colour overlays.  
 

You will work at your own pace with the tutor’s assistance on a one-to-one basis.  Illustrated talks and 
notes are provided during the course, which will end with a final review of work achieved.  
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Katharine Coleman uses the technique of wheel engraving to produce contemporary work. She has 
won many awards with work in museum collections including the V&A. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Monday 13 March 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Induction and introduction to the course, preparing for the start on the 

following morning.   
 

Other days: Tuesday 14 and Wednesday 15 March 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Tuesday 14 and Wednesday 15 March 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Thursday 16 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring drawings and photographs/images for inspiration.  Alternatively seek inspiration from the gardens 
at West Dean.  Bring glass if readily available, especially those who make their own glass, provided it is 
sufficiently annealed.  Charity shops are a good source of commercial glass for experimenting on.  Those 
with projects under way are welcome to bring those too. Read around the subject, look for books such 
as Dreiser & Matcham, “Techniques of Glass Engraving”, 2nd edition, A&C Black, 2006 in your public 
library. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Included in the course fee is: glass provided for test pieces and a small blown form. Further pieces of 
blown glass will be available from the tutor with prices ranging from £15 – £55.  This charge should be 
paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Small bottles of methylated spirits  Drawing materials (including fine ball point pens or  
Scalpel or craft knife      yellow bics, 2B pencils and fine tracing paper) 
Masking tape Some diamond coated and stone burs, polishing 
Pin vice      wheels and hard felt wheels for the flexible drive 
Plastic measuring tapes       drills (limited and small sizes only) 
Permanent ink CD marker pens Tracing paper 
 

Please bring any of the above and in addition (if you have them): 
Cotton buds & kitchen paper Protective clothing (overall or apron covering chest) 
Wooden cocktail sticks  Flexible drive drill/micromotor if owned 
Sandblast resist film and PVA glue Eye protection if you already have your own safety 
Small section of mirror, ca. 10cm x 5cm      glassware (College provides some if not) 
Black velvet or material square about the size Burs (if owned) including diamond coated strap 
    of a handkerchief or larger      wheel profiles and grey grit impregnated rubber 
Empty 35mm film cassette pots           polishing discs and mandrels, hard felt wheels etc. 
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You are most welcome to bring your own glass, (NOT glass with colour on the inside surface, nor 
heatproof or toughened glassware such as Pyrex). 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence. There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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