
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

WE6506 GETTING TO GRIPS WITH YOUR DSLR CAMERA 
 
Tutor: JACQUI HURST 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
The course is suitable for anybody who enjoys taking pictures and is keen to learn more about how 
their camera works.  To find out what all those buttons and dials do and discover what options are 
available in the menu.  It is not about post-image manipulation, so it is essential that you do have basic 
computer-user skills prior to joining the course.  It is a practical course, tailored to individual needs as far 
as possible and most of the time will be spent taking pictures. 
 
This weekend is about getting to grips with how your DSLR really works and gain confidence and 
control when using different programmes, from automatic through to aperture and shutter priority 
mode.  If there is time we try out the manual mode. This will be achieved while photographing in the 
gardens at West Dean. 
 
At the end of the course you should be able to:  

 take photos and have mastered using the programme mode, aperture and shutter priority 
settings 

 to appreciate which is the best programme for different styles of photography 
 use auto and manual focusing options 
 to be able to change the ISO, and understand the principle of bracketing – exposure 

compensation 
 plus gain a greater awareness of the importance of composition and lighting when taking 

pictures.  
 
On the technical side we explore the various programmes which each make of camera has to offer, why 
we might want or need to change the ISO setting, learn the basic principles of bracketing and 
experiment with different white balance options. Whilst getting to grips with our camera we will also 
consider what makes a good, strong composition and how lighting can influence the overall impact of an 
image. 
 
There will be an illustrated talk, group discussions, and practical exercises to help everyone get to know 
how their cameras work. There will also be group reviews of everybody's images. 
 
LEVEL:  BEGINNERS 
Starting points. For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jacqui Hurst specialises in photographing gardens, applied art and regional food producers. Her work has 
appeared in many magazines, books and national newspapers. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 14 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm Dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Friday 14 October 
 

8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 After general introductions we will start looking at cameras and go over a few 
 basic tips before we start photographing.   
 

Other days: Saturday 15 October 
 

9.15am Learning about exposure compensation, and the importance of ISO 
10.30am Coffee 
11.00am Continue working with exposure compensation and learning how to use the 

Aperture Mode 
12.45pm Lunch 
2.00pm Getting to grips with Depth of Field and differential focusing 
3.30pm Tea 
4.00pm Downloading images and reviewing the day’s pictures 
 There will be an illustrated talk either before lunch or at the end of the day. 
5.00pm Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: Students can edit and work on their images in digital suite, 

which is available until 10pm. The tutor will be available if needed. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 16 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Exploring the shutter mode setting and learning how to freeze and blur 
movement 

10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Continue working in Shutter Mode 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Last chance to take a few more images before the end of course critique 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
For an exercise please bring along a favourite image, or a selection of a photographer's work which 
inspires you.  
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Memory Stick 
CDs 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Digital SLR camera with fully charged batteries and spares, clear memory cards, computer lead and 
instruction manual 
Tripod – optional but useful 
Cable release – optional but useful 
Your own laptop – optional (you will be allocated a laptop in the digital studio during the course) 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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