
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

1D6498 TABLE TOP PHOTOGRAPHY USING NATURAL LIGHT 
 
Tutor: JACQUI HURST 
 
Date: 1 DAY  SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Whether you aspire to be a still life photographer, run your own small business or are an artist who 
needs pictures of their work for a blog, Pinterest or a website on this one day course we will explore 
the basics of setting up a table top shoot and getting the best from your camera.  The day will be 
devoted to photography, looking and creating different styles of still life shoots.  It is suitable for those 
who have a digital SLR or advanced compact camera and wish to create images out of a collection of 
objects. 
 
Through a series of projects you will learn how to make the most of available light, how to use 
reflectors to soften any harsh shadows and bounce light back onto the subject.  Time will be spent 
discussing and choosing suitable backgrounds and props, plus we will think about the composition and 
the placing of the objects within the frame.  We will cover the choice of lenses for your camera and the 
importance of using a tripod. 
 
The objective is to gain confidence in setting up your own pictures and choosing the right props.  Learn 
about depth of field and how by using different aperture settings you can influence the mood of your 
picture.  You will develop an awareness of how the direction of the light can influence your composition 
and master how to work with natural light.  You should leave with an understanding of the foundations 
of what makes a good still life image. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 

You need a basic working knowledge of photography and be conversant with your camera’s controls.  
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jacqui Hurst specialises in photographing gardens, applied arts and regional food producers. Her work 
has appeared in many magazines, books and national newspapers. 
 

 

TIMETABLE:  
 

8.55–9.05am  Registration and coffee at the College 
9.15am  Morning classes at The Auditorium (approximately eight minutes’ walk from 

the house)  
10.30am   Coffee at the Garden Restaurant 
12.45pm   Lunch at the College 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes at The Auditorium 
3.30pm   Tea at the Garden Restaurant 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION:  
Select items you wish to bring to photograph, still life objects or applied art and craft objects. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am– 2pm. 
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Please bring: 
A working camera, (digital SLR or advanced compact) with an empty memory card and fully charged 
  batteries, computer lead and instruction manual 
A tripod  
Your laptop/iPad optional 
Props, backgrounds that you might like to include in your pictures 
Notebook 
Objects that you wish to photograph 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence. There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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