
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

4D6544 THE CIRCLE IN WOVEN TAPESTRY 
 

Tutor:  PAT TAYLOR 
 

Dates:  4 DAYS  SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER – THURSDAY 3 NOVEMBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

 
 
This course is for tapestry weavers who would like to develop their skills and widen their experience in 
weaving a circle.  Colour field, stripes, even diagonals are relatively simple to master, the circle on the 
other hand is an altogether ‘other’ kind of challenge.  During this four day course we will look at the 
curve, the simple circle, the circle within a circle and the distorted circle. 
 

The first evening will be devoted to a PowerPoint, ’The Circle’, looking at inspirational images. 
 

“He drew a circle that shut me out- 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But love and I had the wit to win: 
We drew a circle and took him In!” 
                            Edwin Markham 
 

This will be followed by a design session, where we will progress through drawing a simple curve, a 
circle, then a circle within a circle and finally the distortion of a circle.  We will look at the relationship 
between the circle, the warp sett and the scale required for a successful outcome.  Having laid the 
foundation, you will produce your own design.  Consideration will be encouraged as to how colour, 
pitch and mood defines the visualisation of your design.  Your tutor will support you throughout this 
design process. 
 

Having finalised the design, selected your yarns and warp sett you will warp up a frame and produce a 
beautiful tapestry. All aspects of this course will be supported by individual tuition and group sharing. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. This course is 
designed for weavers who know how to warp a frame, weave a weft face from the front using 
alternating sheds. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Pat currently divides her time between her creative studio practice and working collaboratively with 
other tapestry weavers, developing new and innovative approaches to learning. Pat was previously 
Director of the Tapestry Studio and Head of Visual Arts at West Dean working with Henry Moore, the 
Slade School of Art, and the Palace of Westminster. www.pat-taylor.com. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 30 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

The first evening will be devoted to a PowerPoint,’The Circle’, looking at 
inspirational images. 

 

Other days: Monday 31 October – Wednesday 2 November 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Thursday 3 November 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The following materials are provided in the course fee: design materials; a variety of warps and weft 
yarns. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
The weaving frames used during the course may be bought from the shop at the end of the course if 
you wish @ cost of around £14.  Alternatively, please feel free to bring your own frames. 
 
Please bring:  
A pair of compasses 
A bobbin if you have one 
Measuring tape 
Pen/Pencil and notebook 
Glasses for close work if you need them 
 

The specialist tapestry yarn supplier Weavers Bazaar will also visit during the course, an opportunity to 
purchase extra yarns in a great range of colours. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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