
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 

 

5D6514 LETTERPRESS AND RELIEF PRINTMAKING 

 
Tutor: SARAH MANDER 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER – FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Learn the basics of letterpress printing using metal type, and how to print images using other simple 
relief processes.  The beautiful, crisp impression and the possibilities for elegantly combining images and 
text using techniques that date back hundreds of years make letterpress printing a unique and exciting 
endeavour.  Letterpress has been adopted by artists, poets and people in many other creative fields for 
just this reason. 
 
We begin by discussing the history and tradition of letterpress printing and how artists apply it today, 
and then quickly move into the practical side: 
 

Setting type by hand and locking it into the press. 
Mixing ink. 
Printing from metal type using platen presses and a large iron hand press. 
 
To create images you will be carving and printing from linoleum blocks.  You will also experiment with 
other relief methods to explore images and textures on the page. 
 
By the end of the course you will have broadsides that you have printed yourself combining text and 
images. You will be able to set type and print from it, carve lino blocks, and use the practical vocabulary 
to describe that process to others. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:  
Sarah Mander has over 20 years’ experience as an artist printmaker specialising in intaglio techniques; 
etching, drypoint and collagraph. She set-up Red Hot Press, an open access printmaking workshop in 
Southampton. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 16 October 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 
Other days: Monday 17 October – Thursday 20 October 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
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Other days: Monday 17 October – Thursday 20 October 
 

3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Friday 21 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
Materials shared amongst the group – inks, use of tutor's type and some papers. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Metal ruler 
Pencil (and pencil sharpener) 
Apron or smock (as clothes can get dirty) 
Scissors 
Stanley knife or other blade 
Tracing paper 
Linoleum blocks 
Other papers to try 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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