
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  

 

LW6426: LETTER CARVE A RIMMED WOODEN BOWL 
 
Tutor:  GARY BREEZE, with a talk by Caroline Webb 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND   THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 2 OCTOBER 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This exciting course is useful to anyone wishing to take their calligraphy and carving to the next stage by 
applying their lettering ideas to the creation of a useful, decorative or commemorative object. 
 
On the first day the course you will plan and design the lettering for your bowl with guidance from the 
tutor. You will be given expert guidance on designing, drawing out and carving a quotation of your own 
choice onto a rimmed plate, (made by professional wood-turner and short course tutor Colin Simpson). 
 
At 4pm on Friday afternoon Gary has arranged for letter carver, Caroline Webb will give an informal 
illustrated talk about her work, with a chance to see some of her own bowls with lettering. Caroline will 
also be on hand during Friday evening to give guidance to students, as they finish their lettering designs 
ready for carving the following morning.  
 
On Saturday morning, you will start to carve your plate, with guidance from the tutor, with the aim that 
you will have completed your bowl by the end of the course on Sunday. 
 
The aim of the course is to offer a useful insight into the design and layout of lettering appropriate to its 
function, seeing their words as an integral part of three-dimensional design. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 
Some experience at handling wood chisels would be useful, however the tutor is experienced at helping 
students at all levels of ability achieve a successful outcome. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTORS: 
 

Gary Breeze trained at Norwich School of Art followed by an apprenticeship as a letter carver before 
working as assistant to Richard Kindersley. He set up his own practice as a letter carver in wood and 
stone in 1993 and has since completed many major public commissions. 
 

Caroline Webb has been designing and carving inscriptions since graduating with a degree in Typography 
30 years ago.  She specialises in carving fine lettering in wood for both small intimate pieces and larger 
scale projects.  
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 29 September 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
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Other days: Friday 30 September and Saturday 1 October 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.15pm   Evening working – workshops are available up to10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 
Departure day: Sunday 2 October 

 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am    Coffee 
11.00am   Morning classes continue 
12.45pm   Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.00pm    Classes finish 
3.30pm   Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
BRING AN IDEA ABOUT WHAT WORDING YOU WOULD LIKE TO CARVE. Quotations or names 
should be kept short, ideally no more than 35 letters. The tutor will work with you to create a design 
which adapts the chosen wording for applying to a bowl or plate using appropriate letterforms and 
layout. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
One rimmed plate to carve  
 
Available from the Shop: 
A3 layout pad 
Sharp pencils or propelling pencil 
Rubber 
Ruler 
Masking tape 
Ball-point pen 
Good quality carbon paper or graphite paper 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:  
Some chisels and mallets will be available but please bring any equipment you may have 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence. There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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